
 

 

Critique ς GRC of NSW Championship Show Sunday September 17th 2017 - Mrs M Morphet 

Thank you very much to the GRC of NSW for the honour of being asked to judge one of your two 

Specialty Shows in September 2017.  

Rob and I appreciated very much being picked up from the airport and taken to beautiful hotel by 

Colleen on Saturday afternoon and it was very kind of Sue McFadden to pick us up on the morning of 

the show, and Paul Middleton for taking us all the way to the airport after the event on Sunday 

night. Thank you ǘƻ ¢ƻƴȅ ¢ŀǳΦ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ǘƘƛƴƪ L ƘŀǾŜ ƘŀŘ ǎǳŎƘ ŀƴ ŀǘǘŜƴǘƛǾŜ ǊƛƴƎ ǎǘŜǿŀǊŘ ōŜŦƻǊŜΦ It was 

nice to meet Dogs NSW Representative Lynn Mansfield who gave of her time to help with the 

successful running of the show.  

Even though much is never visible, it was obvious that an enormous amount of work had gone into 

the organisation of the weekend events, so a big thank you to the very hard-working committee for 

putting on great shows for both its members and for the visitors from interstate. Rumour got around 

that it was an outstandingly well organised show so congratulations to Janelle, Debra and their team 

for a job well done. 

Thank you also must go to photographer Debbie Meagher who was kept busy all day. I appreciate 

her patience in not complaining when I inadvertently seemed to continually be in her way whilst 

writing critiques after each class. 

Thank you so much to the exhibitors for your entries not least those who travelled long distances for 

the two shows. Congratulations to all on the pegs on Saturday and Sunday. 

As can be seen from last weekend, Judges judge differently and this is a great thing, otherwise there 

would be no point in have Dog Shows. That said, some of the classes, such as the Intermediate Dog 

Class, were very competitive, and this coupled with performance on the day, makes it completely 

understandable how difference often occur.  

 There was a Trainee Judge sitting ringside who asked me in a break between classes what I was 

looking for. Trying to answer in a positive manner I told her that I try and keep in mind that breed 

type should be chosen first and then from those chosen the soundest dogs. 

I told her that since Goldens are Gundogs they must be able to move, not at great speed, but in a 

way that they could work in the field all day, something very important to the keepers in Scotland all 

those years ago. To this end they are to be balanced, short coupled and stand four square, well 

angulated front and rear with good bone and a firm level topline. And our Goldens must be 

presented in hard working condition.  I told her that the texture of the coat should be neither too 

soft nor too wiry, Goldens have a water resistant undercoat which allows the fur to dry very quickly 

thereby preventing chills 

L ǊŜŦƭŜŎǘ ōŀŎƪ ǘƻ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀΩǎ ǾŜǊȅ ŦƛǊǎǘ {ǇŜŎƛŀƭǘȅ /ƘŀƳǇƛƻƴǎƘƛǇ {Ƙƻǿ ƘŜƭŘ ƛƴ {ȅŘƴŜȅ ƛƴ мфсп ǿƘƛŎƘ was 

judged by breeder Mrs Parsons of the famous Torrdale Kennel in the UK. At that show, a young 

Roger Bridgford was speaking with Mr Parsons, who gave him a piece of advice he has never ever 

ŦƻǊƎƻǘǘŜƴΦ IŜǊŜ ƛǎ ǿƘŀǘ aǊ tŀǊǎƻƴǎ ǎŀƛŘΦ ά{ƻƴƴȅ ōƻȅΣ ƛŦ ƛǘ ǎƭƻǇŜǎ ƛǘ ŀƛƴΩǘ ŀ DƻƭŘŜƴΦέ 

To follow on from what Mr Parsons said I believe that if a temperament it faulty it is not a Golden 

ŜƛǘƘŜǊΦ !ƴŘ ƛŦ ǘƘŜ ōŜŀǳǘƛŦǳƭ ŜȄǇǊŜǎǎƛƻƴ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ōǊŜŜŘΩǎ ƘŀƭƭƳŀǊƪǎ is absent.  

I mentioned on the day that purists in several countries have said that Australia has the best Goldens 

in the world. It is a very big call but there is no doubt that this country has many very clever breeders 



 

 

who can consistently produce beautiful dogs - not an easy feat. Most will say that their success 

begins with an outstanding brood bitch. 

As we all know the perfect dog has yet to be born, so without trying to sound unduly fault finding, LΩŘ 

like to mention some minor points I picked up on after examining the cohort last Sunday, which may 

ōŜ ǿƻǊǘƘ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŦǳǘǳǊŜΦ ! ŘŜƎǊŜŜ ƻŦ άǊƻƭƭƛƴƎ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǇƭƛƴŜέ ƛǎ ǾŜǊȅ ŎƻƳƳƻƴΦ hƴŜ ƻŦ ǘhe 

best movers I have seen in recent years in our breed was Ch Dobro Diamantina who could have 

carried a gold coin on her back right around the ring. A few tails were too long and/or had a kink on 

the end which detracted from otherwise lovely outlines.  There were a few where the vertical line of 

the hocks extended well beyond the tail set. 

 A couple of Goldens were quite narrow in front. And, of course, there were a number of sloping 

toplines. A few toplines dipped slightly in the middle. Only a few light eyes were observed. A few I 

noticed tended to be a little lighter in the bone. A couple of heads were a little strong but I found no 

bad mouths.  A few were a little long and a small number moved a little closely going away. Only one 

Golden was a little nervous when being first approached but soon settled, a minor puppy, but this 

was perfectly understandable after a scare in the windy conditions the previous day. Feet were 

generally of correct shape.  I found one Golden whose feet tended to be splayed and one, although 

were of the correct shape, appeared overly large. Sometimes lately, photos from overseas show 

Goldens, pŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǊƭȅ ǇǳǇǇƛŜǎΣ ǿƛǘƘ ƎǊŜŀǘ ƭƻƴƎ ƘƻǳƴŘƭƛƪŜ ŜŀǊǎ ōǳǘ L ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ŦŜŜƭ ǘƘƛǎ ǿŀǎ ŀ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳ ŀǘ 

all last Sunday. 

If I could give a piece of advice it is that, even when your Golden is relaxing, do not allow it to stand 

with a sloping topline or with cowhocks. It is surprising how often judges glance back to compare the 

exhibit they are going over with others in the class. Also, a Golden coming back to the judge and 

standing four square certainly enhances its chances. Of course, the amount of work put into the 

fitness of the dog is so much more obvious than many exhibitors realize. Only a couple of coats were 

found to be too soft. They often say it is the dog underneath the coat that is important and, of 

course, that is true but a healthy coat, where it has obviously been regularly looked after can 

ŎŜǊǘŀƛƴƭȅ ǿƻǊƪ ƛƴ ƻƴŜΩǎ ŦŀǾƻǳǊ ƛƴ ǾŜǊȅ ŎƻƳǇŜǘƛǘƛǾŜ ŎƻƳǇŜǘƛǘƛƻƴ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ ƭŀǎǘ {ǳƴŘŀȅΦ  

Please find below short critiques of the individual placegetters as I saw it on the day. Thanks to my 

husband Rob for taking some amateur shots as a memory of the day, one which I will remember 

always. 

  

Wishing everyone all the very best for the future with your beautiful Goldens. 

Marilynn Morphet 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

BABY PUPPY DOG 

 

Photo below L/R Bluebreeze Over the Moon, Linketsis Rubenstain, Ainsleygold Someone Like You 

(AI) Askaval to Matana With Love, Elljooa Machu Picchu, Standndeliva King of Scots 

 

 

1. Bluebreeze Over the Moon ς Mrs D Stubbings A happy and confident little boy, Beautifully 

balanced and compact for one so young. Neck blending nicely into shoulders. Level topline. 

Well angulated with correct tail set. Opposite Sex Baby Puppy in Show 

 

2. Askaval to Matana with Love ς Ms J Chaplin, Mr P Landy and Ms J Shield A cream dog of 

quality different in style to one above. Slightly longer cast. Straight front and level topline. 

Beautifully presented and handled. 

 

 

3. Elljoa Macchu Picchu ς Mrs E Pearman Compact cream baby with lovely bone. Straight front 

and soft expression. Sound and well put together. Well bent stifle. Slightly steeper in croup 

than those above. 

 

 

 



 

 

MINOR PUPPY DOG 

 

Photo Below L/R Goldbrior Da Vinci Code, Fantango Blame it on the Sun, Alnclair Thomas Bracken, 

Fantango Addicted to Love 

 

 

1. Goldbrior Da Vinci Code ς Mrs R Easton and Mrs L Olsen A beautifully balanced youngster. 

Very attractive head and expression. Lovely angles. Well boned with level topline. Lovely 

coat texture.  Moved soundly. Presented and handled so well, having a great show attitude. 

Opposite Sex Minor Puppy in Show 

 

2. Fantango Addicted to Love ς Mr P Middleton and Ms J Salvestrin Slightly higher on leg ς 

just barely into class. Attractive head which still needs to break. Lovely angles front and rear. 

Well boned straight front with cat like feet well under body. A quality youngster showing 

great promise. 

 

3. Alnclair Thomas Bracken ς Mr W and Mrs S McGrath Beautiful head and expression. 

Correct length of leg to body. Sufficient bone with cat like feet. Well laid shoulders.  Deep 

chest. Just needs to strengthen slightly in front. Has a little kink at the end of his tail at the 

moment when free standing. 

 

 



 

 

 

PUPPY DOG 

 

 

 

1. Bluebreeze Divinity Unleashed ς Mrs D Stubbings A mature puppy for his age. Showy cream 

boy with plenty of bone. Upstanding with an attractive head Straight front with good hind 

angulation. Just a little loose on the move at this age but of very nice quality. Puppy in Show 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

JUNIOR DOG 

Photo L/R Giltedge Two Scoops or One (AI), Alnclair Crackerjack Crosby  

 

 

1. Alnclair Crackerjack Crosby ς Miss P Miss P and Miss P Jones.   A moderately boned dog 

with a pleasing head. Would like to see a slightly darker eye. Good length of upper arm and 

ǿŜƭƭ ōŜƴǘ ǎǘƛŦƭŜΦ ! ǇǊƻƳƛǎƛƴƎ ȅƻǳƴƎǎǘŜǊ ǿƘƻ ƘŀǎƴΩǘ ȅŜǘ ƭŜŀǊƴǘ ǘƻ ƘƻƭŘ ƘƛƳǎŜƭŦ ǿƛǘƘ ǇǊŜǎŜƴŎŜΦ 

Opposite Sex Junior in Show 

 

2. Giltedge Two Scoops or One (AI) ς Mrs K Handley A flashy boy with pleasing head and 

plenty of bone.  Lovely front assembly with forelegs well under his body. Lovely flow of neck 

into shoulders. Deep chest. Tends to be sinking into his quarters causing a slight slope in his 

topline.   A little loose in his movement going away. Beautiful coat of correct texture. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

INTERMEDIATE DOG 

A wonderful class full of beautiful dogs. 

Photo below L/R Fantango What Happens in Vegas (AI), Ch Shtar Seal of Approval,  Ch Piarki 

²ƛƴǎǘƻƴΩǎ DƻƭŘŜƴ ¢ƛŎƪŜǘΣ tŀǊƪǊƛŘƎŜ /ŀǳǎŜ I Can, Zenevieva  North Atlantic Drift (imp)

 

1. /Ƙ tƛŀǊƪƛ ²ƛƴǎǘƻƴΩǎ DƻƭŘŜƴ ¢ƛŎƪŜǘ ς Ms R Ohlrich   A beautifully balanced youngster with a 

striking outline - Short coupled, level topline, lovely reach of neck, pleasing head. In great 

condition, He moved effortlessly with plenty of reach and drive. In an ideal world, I would 

like to see a slightly more developed ribcage and a little more nose pigment. That said, he 

just oozed overall quality, class and presence and I was so pleased to have the opportunity 

to award him the Reserve Challenge. Reserve Challenge/ Opposite Intermediate in Show 

 

2. Fantango What Happens in Vegas (AI) ς Mr P Middleton and Ms J Salvestrin Another 

beautifully glamorous cream Golden of great quality, well-constructed throughout. Straight 

front.  Level topline. Pleasing head and expression. Good length of neck sloping gently into 

shoulders. A slight roll over the topline at the moment but moved with reach and drive. 

Handled and presented beautifully. 

 

 

3. Ch Shtar Seal of Approval ς Mr M and Mrs P OΩSheehy Another nicely made quality animal 

with an attractive gold coat. Compact.  Dead level topline. Well laid-back shoulder and good 

length of upper arm.  Lovely turn of stifle with good second thighs and well let down hocks. 

Correct tail set and length. Deep chest. Set himself up slightly out at elbow on his right hand 

side on the day. In profile he certainly painted a lovely picture. 


